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Mason and Dixon Line

About gne and one-half miles south of where we now are, running due east
and wesl, is Mason and Dixon Line. Wayneshoro, aceordingly, is the nearest
town of any importance on either side of this historic parallel. The line forms
the southern boundary of Pennsylvania and consequently it is also the southern
boundary of Franklin County. There is perhaps no line, real or imaginary
on the surface of the earth, whose name has been oftener in men's mouths,
especially during the period immediately preceding the Civil War.

Mason and Dixon Line represents the conclusion of a controversy continued
through several generations between the successive Proprietaries of Pennsylvania
and of Maryland. It has a history of more than 150 years duration. It abounds
in curious conflicts of grants, and upon its disputed margins have been. enacted
scenes of riot, invasion and even murder, involving the early settlers in much
perplexity and confusion. Kings, Lords, and Commoners; English, Swedes,
Dutch, Quakers, Germans and Catholics, all figure in its narrative with dramatic
effect. The line takes its name from two celebrated astronomers and sSUrveyors
from England, Jeremiah Mason and Charles Dixon.

OTHER REMARKABLE LINES.

It might be appropriate in this place to direct attention to the peculiarities
of a few other state boundaries. The longest stretch of straight boundary line
in the world is the parallel extending along our Canadian frontier westward
from Lake-of-the-Woods to Puget Sound. This line became famous in a boundary
controversy with England and gave us the alliterative slogan “Fifty-Four Forty
or Fight”. The dispute was finally settled by Webster and Ashburton at 49
degrees. And we did not fight but we gave up our claim to a strip of terri-
tory 400 miles wide and 1500 miles long, or an area equal to thirteen states the
size of Pennsylvania,

The longest similar boundary line wholly within the United States is the
parallel which runs westward from the southeastern corner of Kansas sep-
arating Kansas, Colorado and Utah on the north, from Oklahoma, New Mexico
and Arizona on the south. This iine is nearly 1100 miles in length.

There is seemingly a long straight line between Virginia, Kentucky and
Missouri on the north, and North Carolina, Tennesee and Arkansas on the south,
but it is not throughout its length a single parallel. It has several kinks each
with a more or less interesting diplomatic history. This is the Thirty-Six Thirty
Line of the Missouri Compromise controversy.

Judge James Vetch in his Sketches of Southwestern Pennsylvania says,
“In some respects the celebrated 36 degree and 30 minute line resembles Mason
and Dixon Line with which political writers and declaimers sotietimes confound
it. But it has neither the beauty, the accuracy nor the historic interest of this
line. It is, or rather was, intended to be the southern boundary of the states
of Virginia, Kentucky and Missouri, but it was most bunglingly run, as a glance
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at the United States map will show. DBeginning correctly on the Atlantic seahoard,
by the time it reaches the western confines of North Carolina—to which it was
run hefore the Revolution—it was some two miles to the south. Its exten-
tion was resumed in 1779, and after correcting the first error, the surveyors ran
into a greater one, for at the Tennessee River they were some ten or twelve
miles too far to the south. When, afterwards extended to the southwest corner
of Misscuri, the surveyors drop down to the true 36 degrees, 30 minutes and run
it out correctly.”

AN INTERESTING BOUNDARY LINE.

The most famous boundary between any two states of the Union and, all
things considered, one of the most notable and interesting in the world, is the
parallel about 267 miles in length, between Pennsylvania on the north and Mary-
land and Virginia on the south. It 1s, for the greater part of its length, the
Mason and Dixon Line of history. Not even the long disputed Northwestern
houndary or the Missouri Compromise Line has the interesting history of our
line. This line follows without deviation a western course, over mountain and
valley, across rivers and rivulets, through fields and forests, hesitating at no
natural obstacle, delayed for awhile by the Red Man, and stopping at nothing
short of the Panhandle of Virginia by which it was prevented from reaching
the Ohio River.

Many people are under the impression that the Mason and Dixon Line
marked the northern limit of slavery. When it was laid out it had nothing to
do with slavery. The Missouri Compromise Line, 36 degrees and 30 minutes was
the line run to limit slavery. There were slaves on both sides of Mason and
Dixon Line. In fact the last slave in Pennsylvania was sold at public outcry,
in 1828, about two miles south of Chambersburg. This was only twenty-two years
hefore the Civil War, and Franklin County has possibly the distinction of being
the last slave holding county north of Mason and Dixon Line.

Some writers seem to think, that the reason the Mason and Dixon Line
formed the division between the states resting on free labor and the states
tolerating slavery, was due to the philanthropy of the Quakers and the peaceful
influence of the German Palatines. Bancroft says that this division was due
principally to climate. There were doubtless a number of causes why slavery
became sectional and did not flourish in the North, Whether the cause was
climatic, economie, political or moral; or whether it was a combination of any
or all of them, the Mason and Dixon Line was merely an incident and was
not the cause of the division.

EARLY LAND GRANTS.

In preparing a sketch of the disputes which were settled by the running
of Mason and Dixon Line, it is necessary to refer to matters foreign to Franklin
County. The cause of the contention dates back to the time of King James 1
of England when in 1606 he granted to the London Company four degrees of
latitude on the Atlantic from the 34th to the 38th parallel; and to the Plymouth
Company four degrees from the 41st to the 45th parallel, leaving three degrees
from 38 to 41 as neutral or common territory. Within these three degrees
King Charles T in 1632 granted to Lord Baltimore the territory lying under
the 40th degree of north latitude while the grant to William Penn in 1681 by
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King Charles IT was limited on the south by the beginning of the said 40th degrec,
thus making an overlap of one whole degree. Note the language—Lord Balti-
more’s grant reads under the 40th degree of latitude while Penn's grant reads
to the beginning of the 40th degree. It should be borne in mind that a degree
of latitude is not an invisible line, but a definite space or belt upon the earth’s
surface of approximately 69% miles. Here then was the cause of their principal
contention. Under these grants hoth sides claimed the three counties along
the Delaware Bay. Eventually these counties were organized into the colony
of Delaware and both lost them. TIlad Lord Baltimore's contention been sus-
tained most of the built-up portion of Philadelphia would have belonged to him.
On the other hand had Penn’s contention prevailed the city of Baltimore itself
would have been in Pennsylvania territory.

The knowledge of American geography in those days was very limited.
Little was known of the country beyond the great headlands, bays and rivers and
their true positions were often in doubt. Pennsylvania is the only colony whose
territory is not touched by the briny waters of the Atlantic. Penn was forced
therefore to take an inland position—not a bad one however—as all here can
testify.

Penn’s grant was also the only one limited by longitude. Ile was given hve
degrees, but he could just as easily have had it reach to the Pacific Ocean. The
mode of acquiring title to distinct parts of the American Continent by the old
Furopean nations had in it more of might than of right. It consisted of the
so-called right of Prior Discoverv—a kind of kingly squatter sovereignty.

JOHN SMITH'S MAP

The kings of Furope often depended on maps that were not reliable and
they were less precise in the location of points, and in the use of terms, which
were to define the boundaries of future states, than we are today in describing
the boundaries of mountain lots. These led to angry disputes, and out of them
grew the conflicting claims, arising from the houndary line between Maryland
and Pennsylvania.

In making these granis history says that a map made in 1614, hy Captain
John Smith of Pocahontas fame, was used. It was believed to be correct, hut
in 1682 it ‘was discovered that the true meridian of 40 degrees was over nine-
teen miles north of where Captain Smith located it. By that map the 40 degree
line is laid down as crossing the Delaware river where the city of Newcastle
now stands. Penn was deeply disappointed, Lord Baltimore was highly elated,
and the controversy hetween the provinces, thus lying side by side, was waged
with spirit and varying results between Lords Baltimore and the Penn family

from 1682 to 1767.

THE TEMPORARY LINE

As settlements were being made in the disputed territory both sides saw
the necessity of making a final adjustment of the dispute. Accordingly on the
tenth day of May 1732 the respective proprictaries entered into an agreement
to fix the boundaries between their provinces. This was to be done by a joint
commission, but the members on the part of Maryland, under various pretexts,
delayed the work. The line they eventually run was called the “Temporary
Line™” and it became the accepted houndary between Maryland and Pennsylvania.
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